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Pastor: Zack Bohinski

The mission of the United Methodist Church is “to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Trinity Friends In Community,

Seminary does not teach pastors all that they need to know. In the last few months, I learned of a
church holiday I have overlooked for years and now that I know it matters, I must tell you about it. At the
end of the season of Epiphany comes Candlemas, historically observed February 2. Sometimes referred to
as the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus, Candlemas marks the event when Jesus is brought by Mary and
Joseph to the Temple, forty days after His birth, and where Simeon and Anna recognize Him as the long-
awaited Messiah, “a light for revelation to the Gentiles.”

The Christian Tradition has marked this day by blessing candles and carrying them in procession,
then taking them home to be lit throughout the year. These candles were not merely symbolic. They were
a confession of faith, that Christ’s light does not remain in the sanctuary, but goes with God’s people into
their daily lives, into times of joy and hardship, into moments of prayer, uncertainty, and hope.

Candlemas may feel distant from our modern rhythms, yet its message is especially needed today.
We live in a world that constantly tells us that redemption can be achieved through human effort, political
power, social progress, or individual self-creation. Even good and necessary work can quietly become a
burden when we begin to believe that everything depends on us.

Candlemas gently reminds us otherwise.

The Kingdom of God does not arrive through force or brilliance. It arrives quietly, humbly, and
faithfully. Jesus enters the Temple not as a ruler, but as a child carried in His mother’s arms. He is
recognized not by the powerful, but by those who have learned to wait, to watch, and to trust God’s
promises. The light of the Kingdom is received before it is ever carried.

Later, Jesus tells His disciples, “You are the light of the world.” This is not a command to generate
our own light or to save the world by our own strength. It is a statement of identity rooted in grace. We are
light because Christ, the true Light, has come near.

For us at Trinity, Candlemas offers both comfort and challenge. It comforts us by reminding us that
God’s work does not depend entirely on our efforts. The light has already come. The Kingdom of God is
already among us. And it challenges us by inviting us to participate, to be attentive to what God is doing
right now, in ordinary places, through ordinary faithfulness.



My prayer is that we might be a people who learn again how to receive the light before trying to
produce it, and who carry that light gently into our homes, our community, and our life together as a church.
In a world searching for illumination, may we trust that Christ’s light is already in our hands, and that God
is faithfully at work among us.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Zack

ISSION
INISTRY

Submitted by Betsy Buco

The Mission Ministry would like to thank all the wonderful people who donated gifts for the Giving
Tree. All together we collected 244 gifts for the people who attended the AVAC Christmas Store. This
was a gift of love to those in our community who are in need. We helped make Christmas a joyful
celebration, reflecting the warm heart of Christ to friends who otherwise would have had very little to
celebrate. Amen.

ITEM OF THE MONTH The Mission Ministry is collecting cans of soup in co-ordination with "Sooper"
Bowl Sunday" in February and jars of peanut butter in March. Donations may be placed in the baskets
in the Narthex. These are items that are greatly needed by the AVAC Food Bank.

Great News! The Mission Ministry has received a grant from the Ira and Francis Wood Foundation

to prepare more meals for Family Promise House. Stay tuned and pray for us as we make plans to expand
our ministry.



Together We Made a Difference!

Because of your faithful prayers, generous gifts, and willing hearts, wonderful things happened:

Eighteen meals were shared with families at Promise House, offering shelter, nourishment, and
hope to those experiencing housing insecurity and homelessness.

Three meals supported Communities of Transformation, a United Methodist ministry walking
alongside individuals experiencing poverty and equipping them with life-changing skills.

244 gifts, valued at approximately $1,220, brought joy to families who shopped at the AVAC
Christmas Store.

Much-needed items filled the shelves of the Allegheny Valley Association of Churches Food
Bank through our Item of the Month collection.

26 community children enjoyed a fun-filled and safe Trunk or Treat celebration.
$296 Christmas love gifts were shared with each of our four dedicated employees.
A $360 gift to The Hope Center was given in memory or honor of mothers.

A $385 gift to Habitat for Humanity was given in memory or honor of fathers.

Through our “Cluck Cluck Give a Buck” offering, one flock of chicks, two shares of a water
buffalo, one goat, and a share of garden seeds were given. Through Heifer International, these
gifts—along with agricultural and values-based training—are helping families around the world
build lasting self-sufficiency.

Scholarship funds sent two children to church camp to grow in faith and friendship.

$1,200 contributed to AVAC to support their mission work in our community.

$5,800 profit from the Country Store helped support the ministry and mission of our church.
$600 from the Heavenly Crafters supported Deb Gephardt’s mission work with children.

Caring visits and ongoing connection were provided to 21 shut-in members, ensuring they
remained connected to the life, love, and fellowship of our church family.

Our church joyfully opened its doors to provide meeting space for Girl Scouts, Al-Anon, AA, NA,
and the VITA tax program.

Thank you for your generosity, which keeps our doors open and allows us to shine the light of Christ

brightly in our community and around the world. Together, we are celebrating lives touched, hope
shared, and faith in action—both within our walls and far beyond them.

As we step into 2026, let us continue to Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, and Lead Courageously!



Children's Sunday School —The kids are making progress walking through the Bible. I am proud to

ES=e=e————=

announce our completion of

Kings 1 & 2
Chronicles 1 & 2
Ezra

e Nchemiah
Esther

In the photo you can see the children building the walls around
Jerusalem and the Temple as they did in the book of Nehemiah. This
was a big deal because it was completed in 52 days. Nehemiah had to deal with enemies on all sides,
constant threat of attack, division among the people, exhaustion and discouragement, rumors of false
accusations, traps, deception, and conspiracy from the Jewish nobles.

The book of Nehemiah guides us how to overcome obstacles by trusting God. Nehemiah modeled
this through his prayer life, leadership, and faithfulness. Remember doing God’s will does not mean there
will not be obstacles to overcome. Be like Nehemiah, turn to prayer and act through faith. God wanted the
temple, and the walls of Jerusalem rebuilt. Seeing how the walls were completed in such a short time
despite a long list of obstacles proves God's power. When we're following God’s plan nothing can stand in

our way. Submitted by Amanda Bartel

The Education team needs help!

I am reaching out to expand the education team at Trinity. This team, I've been told, is the heart of
our church and we desperately need more team members to step up and serve. Please search your heart and
pray where God is asking you to step in. There are so many ways in which God can use you. There are
many lies that the devil tells us to keep us from stepping into service. Please do not listen! I am reminded
of the Apostle Paul who had a calling to reach the ends of the earth with the good news of the Gospel. He
did it! But from a jail cell. Bars don’t limit God! Submitted by Amanda Bartel

~Summer Church Camp~

I know it is very cold outside and it's hard to think of summer but planning for church camp starts now!
We have children interested in going to camp this year. If you would like to sponsor a child to go to camp
or would like to send your child to camp, please reach out to Amanda Bartel for more information. We
will, as always, apply for the campership grant offered through AVAC. Note this grant will not cover all

the tuition but helps with the financial burden. Some of the church camps have scholarships as well.
Submitted by Amanda Bartel



~Cluck Cluck Give a BUCK~

Each year during Lent the children host a fund raiser for an item of their choosing. This year they were
given three options and one of the options would have benefited themselves, but they made a choice to
help a family in need. I am so very proud of our children and how they chose to care for the needs of
others. This year the Children’s Sunday School proposes that we raise money for the “Yenca” family. The
Yenca’s are active Christians who serve the Lord by serving others. Now a medical tragedy has befallen

Daren, a loving father and husband, leaving this family in dire need of Christian love and support.
Submitted by Amanda Bartel

Amanda’s Must-Reads

The Lenten season is coming and here are two very good book
choices that will transform your life and faith. Last year, I
recommended The 40-Day Sugar Fast. The author, Wendy

Speake encouraged readers to fast from sugar and discover that

A

Christ is sweet enough! This year, Wendy challenges readers to put down their phones. ake a screen
sabbatical with The 40-Day Social Media Fast. It will help you plug back into real life, get social with your

loved ones again and reconnect with the only One who said "follow me." Be Transformed this Lenten

s€ason.

Amanda’s Plavlist

If you enjoy Contemporary Christian Music as much as I do feel free to jam out to some of these hits from
my play list.
1. Dusty Bibles by Josiah Queen 6. | Believe by Zoe Girl
2. Because Somebody Prayed by Crowder 7. Build a boat by Colton Dixon
3. If We are the Body by Casting Crowns 8. Shoulders by for KING + COUNTRY
4. I’'m So Blessed by Cain 9. How Great is Our God (World Edition) by Chris Tomlin
5. This is Amazing Grace by Phil Wickham  10. Then Christ Came by Mercy Me

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

In a world filled with evil, lawlessness, and deception, Bible study is more important than ever. Join us
for 45 minutes after each church service as we grow in knowledge and understanding of how to live
faithfully in these troubled times and gain confidence in our salvation in Christ and His kingdom.

The rapture of the church is the next prophetic event in God’s plan for the world. We have just
completed studies in Romans and Hebrews and are ready to begin a new book of the Bible.

Come and see what the Bible has to say to you! Submitted by Craig Jerome



Shout Quts for our Tl’illitV Kids submitted by Amanda Bartel

Congrats” to Weston Bartel (8yrs old): Weston has read the WHOLE BIBLE, at his age
level. This has taken him a whole year to complete. We are so proud of him. If you see him

at church, congratulate him.

“Thank You” Cori Distillo (11yrs old): Cori comes to church early every Sunday to help her mother Lisa

set up our hospitality table. Cori can be seen taking care of so many odd jobs during the early morning
hours. We are so thankful for her and her mother’s service.

“Thank You” Kolten Bartel (18yrs old): Kolten helps Bill Barnet on Sundays with our AV. Kolten offers
his help where needed for random tasks around the church as well, he is better on a ladder than most of us

and has kindly taught some of us elders all about the AV system in a pinch.

“Thank You” Ava Bartel (14yrs old): Ava has been vital at helping the Education Team. She always

lends a hand in setting up for events and has a heart for serving others. Her help is so needed and much

appreciated.

It's Girl Scout Cookie Season!
Cookies are $6 a box and the Cadet Girl Scout Troop 28807 also takes orders for

donations. Each year the girls chose a different place to pass out donated cookie boxes. Last year the girls
donated boxes of girl scout cookies to families at Ronald McDonald house at Children's Hospital. These
girls truly are

sweeter than the cookies they sell. Please reach out to Amanda and Ava Bartel 724-504-7876

for cookies. The new cookie this year is EXPLOREMORES (Rocky Road ice cream inspired cookies)!
Cookies that are available are
e Adventure Fulls

e [.emon-ups

e Trefoils

® Do-si-dos

e Samoas

e Tagalongs

e Thin Mints

e Explormores

e Toffee Tastic (gluten free)
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The following donation to the Country Store was received:
In Memory of:
Arlene Hill by Eileen Reckhart

In Honor and Memory

The following donation to Christian Education was received:
In Memory of:
Ron Reckhart by Eileen Reckhart

The following donations to the Noah Fund were received:
In Memory of:

Ron Reckhart by Eileen Reckhart

Melvin, Catherine, and Harry Rudolph by Colleen Rudolph
Harold & Vivian Meanor by Howard & Beth Sarver

Mildred Meanor by Howard & Beth Sarver

Elaine & Jerry Sarver by Howard & Beth Sarver

Elaine & Jerry Sarver by Howard & Beth Sarver

The following donations of Christmas Poinsettias were received:
In Memory of:
The Manger by Zack Bohinski

The following donations to the Gifts & Memorials were received:

In Memory of:

Ron Reckhart by Eileen Reckhar

Renee Vendetti by Joe Radvan

Donald Rummel by Bob & Linda Gibson

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde E. Smith by their children

The following donations to the General Fund were received:
In Memory of:

Donald Rummel by Homer & Joan Logan

Donald Rummel by Beth Sarver

Warm up with our homemade soups! Place your order on the
sign-up sheet in the narthex or by calling Evelyn at 724-353-9042.

e February Soup: Wedding Soup
Pick-up Date: February 19 3-4:30
e March Soup: Stuffed Pepper Soup
Pick-up Date: March 19 3-4:30
Cost: $10.00 per quart.
Thank you for your support—we hope you enjoy every spoonful!

HEAVENLY CRAFTERS
Submitted by Betsy Buco

The Heavenly Hands Crafters
will begin their new season on
Tues., Feb. 3 at 9AM in the Craft
room which is located behind the
stage in the Social Hall. We
always  look  forward to
welcoming new members. There
1s no cost and all supplies are
provided. The crafts are created
for our November Holiday
Country Store. We, also, include
prayer as an important part of our
morning. This is an opportunity
to join in sharing warm Christian
fellowship and supporting each
other and our church. An added
perk: those who wish to do so go
to lunch following the end of our
craft time at 11AM. Looking
forward to seeing you in
February!

GET YOUR TAXES DONE
FOR FREE
Submitted by Chris Steele
For Households Earning Up To
$70,000 Per Year Filing Joint
or $60,000 Filing Individual

Avoid Hidden Fees and
Get 100% Of Your Refund

Schedule an appointment by calling
Beth at AVAC 724-226-0606 ext.
10.

Mondays & Thursdays 10AM-2PM
Trinity United Methodist Church

Tuesdays 10AM-2PM
Central Presbyterian Church

Tuesdays & Thursdays SPM-8PM
Saturdays 10AM-2PM
Center Church Fawn Twp



FINANCE MATTERS

Submitted by the Finance Committee

Trinity’s Administrative Council, working with the Finance Committee passed a working budget of $153,188 for
the 2026 operating account. This breaks down to $2,945 needed each week. To help fund this budget a grant has
been received from the conference to help pay Pastor Zack’s salary. There are also several designated funds that
provide additional support for some church expenses not included in these totals.

$9,950 is budgeted for Administration. This covers our office supplies and equipment, postage for mailings other
than the newsletter, the cost of making copies for services, education, reports, etc. This amount also handles social
security, Medicare and workers compensation for our employees, payroll service costs, website fees, workers’
compensation, and donations to EMS.

While Pastor Zack and his family have chosen not to live in the parsonage, we still own the home. The Trustees are
working with the conference to get the house sold. Because we don’t know when that will happen, we have included
expenses for utilities, taxes and maintenance in the budget, which total $6,500.

We estimate $30,000 will be needed to pay utility bills for the church. This includes electricity, gas, water, sewage,
cable, and Internet. $4,500 of the operating budget is allocated for maintenance and repairs of the church. An
additional $9,000 will be needed for property insurances. Grounds, lawn care, snow removal and custodial supplies
require $2750.

Pastor Zack’s salary is set at the conference minimum for a Provisional Member with 3 churches at $44,151. In lieu
of living in the parsonage, he receives a housing allowance of $1,500. The conference health insurance and pension
contributions are set at $19,509.48. Pastor also receives reimbursement of his expenses up to $6,000. All these
expenses are split equally between Bairdford, Janes and Trinity.

The Staff Parish Relations Committee has recommended a salary freeze for the organist, and treasurer. Those salaries
are set at $12,000 music director/organist and $2,678 treasurer. The custodian had an increase in hours worked so
his salary increases to $10,060.

We also pay “apportionments” to the Western Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church. In 2025,
we were unable to pay 100% of our share of the apportionments. We pray that we will be able to improve our share
in 2026, paying a larger percentage of the amount that the conference requests. Our support of the conference enables
us to participate in the broad ministry and mission of the United Methodist Church. But the conference also provides
local support. As stated above, the conference has awarded the charge a grant to help pay Pastor Zack’s salary. The
conference has set our portion of their budget at $17,230.

The budget for church programs is set at $4800. This is an increase from 2025. A line item of $1,000 was added to
assist the visitation team in their ministry. Additionally, this money covers diverse areas within the church such as
education, missions, support of AVAC, hospitality, licenses required to project words on the screen, perform music,
and stream our service online, and other worship materials.

While we have paid off two previous loans, we still have the outstanding roof loan. The yearly payments on this loan
for 2026 totals $18,000.

Your offerings contributed to fund this budget are truly appreciated.

A detailed spreadsheet of the budget is available from any member of the Finance Committee by request.



When The Weather Outside is
Frightful

If church services need to be
canceled due to inclement
weather it will be announced on
WPXI and on our FACEBOOK
page. Additionally, if you supplied your email
address to be added to the group email, you will be
notified by email. If you haven’t shared your email
address yet, now may be a good timetodoso. A
group email chain has been established to notify
members of closings and other important church
news. The emails will be sent using BCC so your
email address will not be visible to others in the
group. If you would like to be included in this group,
we need your email address. Please submit your
email to trinitybrackenridge@gmail.com using

email notification in the subject line. Your email
address will not be shared with anyone outside of of
the church.

Sign up for flowers on the chart in the Narthex or call
Karen. When signing up, please include the florist,
name, phone number, name of person you are
honoring or remembering, whether you want a
single center or two end arrangements and choice
of flower colors. Payment must be made by the
Sunday of display. Checks made to TUMC can be
placed in the offering plate with your name, date of
display and Flower Fund on the envelope.

You may also purchase flowers directly by calling
Kathy Bailie 724-224-9557 or Joyce Lehman 724-
224-3770 to order any other type of arrangement.
For donation credit please submit a copy of the paid
invoice.

Bailies Flower Shop charges $35 for a single vase and
$60 for 2.

Lehman’s charges $25 for a single vase or S50 for 2.

Staying Connected Through Care and Compassion
Submitted by Nancy Fannie
Our Visitation Team plays a vital role in keeping our
shut-in members connected to the life of our
church. Each week, they send church bulletins with
a personal note—small gestures that mean so much
and serve as a reminder that they are remembered,
loved, and prayed for.
When the team visits in person, they often bring
along a small gift. These simple tokens of care bring
great joy and encouragement, helping to brighten a
day and share the love of Christ in a tangible way.
If you would like to support this meaningful
ministry, a Visitation Ministry donation box is
located in the narthex. Contributions of the
following items are greatly appreciated:

e Adult coloring books

e Colored pencils

e Large-print puzzle or word-find books

e Pens, pencils, and paper

e Candy or pretzels

e Writing paper and envelopes

e Small hand lotion

e Purse-size hand sanitizer
Thank you for helping us extend Christ’s love, one
visit, one note, and one small gift at a time.
Together, we continue to care for and connect with
every member of our church family.

IN CASE OF If you ever need to call 911 to get

emergency help to the church it is
L | important that you provide the following
information: Church name, Trinity United Methodist,
Address (847 Tenth Avenue, Brackenridge), Entrance
(Front Door or Lower Side Door). Also mention the
church is across the street from Prospect Cemetery. 911
dispatch is located near the Pittsburgh airport. Simply
saying help is needed at Trinity Church is not enough.

CALL 9-1-1




EASTER FLOWERS 2026

The Worship committee will be decorating the altar with flowers for Easter Sunday. F b2 ?:‘ff-;
You may order flowers in honor or in memory of a loved one. In lieu of a flower, ‘}\%‘ e
you may donate to the NOAH fund. Lo
The person you are honoring will have his/her name printed in the list of those who
are being honored.

Please place a flower/s on the altar at Easter
Enclosed is a contribution to the NOAH fund

Given by

In Memory of

In Memory of

In Honor of

In Honor of

Flowers available: Circle Color # you are ordering.

Lilys - white $12.00
Mums — white, yellow, purple, or pink  $11.00
Tulips — yellow, red, pink, or orange $10.00
Hyacinths — purple, pink, or white $10.00
Daffodils — yellow $10.00

Flowers will be available for pick-up after the 9:00 am Easter service.

Total amount enclosed $

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS SUNDAY, MARCH 23, 2026
ANY QUESTIONS - SEE KAREN FAZIO

10
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Lou Ann Homa 15 Janie Collins 22 Brooke Thimons

Michael Wagoner
Donovan Carson
Kylee Mack

RJ Rae

Sharon Brown
Jaycey Rankin
Kimberly Fetchko

Claudia Stewart
Howard Stewart
Dara Nolen
David Hazlett
Erin Hepler
Mary Jane Jack
Amy Helgert
Madelynn Callender
Karen Fazio
Anthony Homa
Denise Cousins
Sarah Wagoner

17 Jody Przybylek 24 Sarah Burkett

17 Clifford Beattie 26 Kristopher Przybylek
17 Matthew Callender 27 Mindy White

17 Lynn Sontum 28 Dianne Mackowski
17 Linda Staub 28 Bruce Mahan

19 Harry Crytzer 28 Kimberly Ringer
19 Catherine Schmaus 28 Greg Spencer

20 Frank Budz, IV

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

16 Taylor Homa 21 Lynette Deyo
17 Jeanne McDonald 21 Jason Ruediger
18 Alexandra Bonnett 23  Amy Hall

18 Janice Cowan 23 Deontae Lucas
19 Diane Blucher 23 Heather Slike
19 Kara Bowser 24  Ronald Collins
19 Tobias Crytzer 24  Trisha Denny
19 Madyson Deyo 24 Zach Bohinski
19 Kierstin Howells 25 Colleen Cousert
19 Loretta Null 27 Tracy Tindall
20 Brenden Kovel 27 Suellen Faustin
21 Dawson DeAngelis 29 Betty Ruediger

If we missed your birthday, please contact Colleen Rudolph at trinitybrackenridge@gmail.c

o —~

7 o
o7

A sincere thank you to our church family for the generous Christmas Love

gift you donated to your staff. It was sincerely appreciated by all of us.
Pastor Zack Bohinski, Evelyn Callender, Bob Swiklinski, and Colleen
Rudolph

Editor: Chris Steele

Proofreaders: Betty Ruediger, Colleen
Rudolph

Assemblers: Betty Ruediger, Colleen
Rudolph, Beth Sarver
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TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Mail to:

Follow us on Facebook at
Trinity United Methodist Church
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