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The mission of the United Methodist Church is Oto make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.O

“For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Now a new season is upon us. It is time for you to embrace a new pastor and time for me to embrace new
congregations. I have loved you and been loved as your pastor these last few years! And I know you will
intentionally welcome your new pastor with love. I am gratefully blessed for the experiences of our ministry
together and I have learned and grown. I pray your growth in the Lord as well. The same faithful God who
brought us good times together as well as challenges I trust will do the same at this time with renewed
opportunities to bless Christ’s Church. Change is hard but good, tender but sweet. We all have a new chapter
in ministry to be excited about.

I will be busy in a new ministry setting and although I will miss you as many of you have expressed that
you will miss me; it is important for me to give all that [ am to my new congregations just as it is important
for you to continue to give all that God requires of you. As is our tradition in the United Methodist Church,
the time has come for me to be reappointed by our Bishop Sandra Steiner-Ball to serve three new churches,
Eldersville UMC, Tucker UMC and Bethel UMC all located from Steubenville Pike near Burgettstown PA.
I pray that you be rooted and grounded in God’s love that you may understand the breadth and the length
and the height and the depth of that love by being filled with the fullness of the Holy Spirit.

Love and Power in Spiritual Maturity,

Pastor Diane
!
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The good buy of the month
are two books that can really help

Journey

you if you are wanting to dive into i through the

New Testament |l

the Bible and need a little support.

Understanding the Bible as
a Whole by Sam Rainer, and |
Journey  through the New
Testament by William F. Cook III
can be found at Ollies at the
Pittsburgh Mills Mall for only 3.99
a piece.

William F. Cook Ill

. Altar Flowers
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A NEW VISION FOR B BJ(:)I;Il!)t’lIIy

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH | Lead Courageously
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Key statements clearly define who United Methodists are and who we strive to be. These statements work in
conjunction with each other and unite us in shared ministry.

The Mission of the denomination is our driving purpose, our 23*: “The mission of the United Methodist Church
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” This is set by the General Conference.

The Vision tells us 23'-' )we are going and 312 we will continue to live into and accomplish our mission: The
United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus Christ who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve
joyfully, and lead courageously in local communities and worldwide connections. This is set by the Council of
Bishops with the Connectional Table.

Love Boldly: We passionately love God and, like Jesus, embrace and include people of every age, nation,
race, gender, and walk of life. (Matthew 22:37-39 | John 13:34-35)

Serve Joyfully: With the heart of Christ, we journey alongside the most vulnerable among us, offering
care and compassion with joy. (Psalm 100:1 | Nehemiah 8:10 | John 13:14-15 | 1 Peter 4:10)

Lead Courageously: Following Jesus’ example, we resist and dismantle all systems of evil, injustice, and
oppression, striving for peace, justice, and reconciliation. (Joshua 1:9 | Ephesians 6:10)

The Brand Promise reminds us of what everyone should expect to find in United Methodist congregations and
organizations: “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.” As it is primarily used in external, seeker-facing
messaging, this is set by United Methodist Communications.

Every United Methodist around the world is called to embrace the Mission in their daily living, dream of the
possibilities that God has placed before us through the Vision and embody a consistent welcoming presence that
is shared in our Brand Promise.
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