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“For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Now a new season is upon us. It is time for you to embrace a new pastor and time for me to embrace new 
congregations. I have loved you and been loved as your pastor these last few years! And I know you will 
intentionally welcome your new pastor with love. I am gratefully blessed for the experiences of our ministry 
together and I have learned and grown. I pray your growth in the Lord as well. The same faithful God who 
brought us good times together as well as challenges I trust will do the same at this time with renewed 
opportunities to bless Christ’s Church. Change is hard but good, tender but sweet. We all have a new chapter 
in ministry to be excited about. 

 
I will be busy in a new ministry setting and although I will miss you as many of you have expressed that 
you will miss me; it is important for me to give all that I am to my new congregations just as it is important 
for you to continue to give all that God requires of you. As is our tradition in the United Methodist Church, 
the time has come for me to be reappointed by our Bishop Sandra Steiner-Ball to serve three new churches, 
Eldersville UMC, Tucker UMC and Bethel UMC all located from Steubenville Pike near Burgettstown PA.  
I pray that you be rooted and grounded in God’s love that you may understand the breadth and the length 
and the height and the depth of that love by being filled with the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Love and Power in Spiritual Maturity, 
Pastor Diane 
 

 
 
 
 

The Christian Flame  
June & July 2025 

 

Freeport, Grace Natrona Heights  
Trinity Brackenridge  

 

fumc2476@gmail.com,  graceumchurch@hotmail.com , 
trinitybra ckenridge@gmail.com !

www.trinitybrack.org  
 

Pastor: Diane Randolph  revdrandolph@gmail.com P h 412 716 -8392  
 

The mission of the United Methodist Church is Òto make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.Ó   
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Trinity’s Sunday school walked through holy week just like Jesus. From Jesus triumphant entry into Jerusalem to the Upper 
Room, as well as his heartfelt prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. Through the details of 
the crucifixion and the surprise of Jesus not being in the tomb. Kathy Flis led us through this 
journey in such a fun and interactive  way.  
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The Girl Scout Cadet Troop 28807 want to thank all those who donated boxes of cookies to be delivered to the Ronald 
McDonald house over Memorial Day weekend.  The girls will be making a picnic lunch to take as well.  
 
3456!744848!9,(!*#,(:#';/!<-1=0:2  
The Education Team will be hosting a Storytime funday. A day full of learning through interactive storytelling. Volunteers 
and donations will be needed, and greatly appreciated. Amanda Bartel is the contact person. This event will take place in 
August as a kickoff for school to start and gives our church an opportunity to kick off our Sunday school programs and 
reach out into the community.  
The Education Team is looking for volunteers who would like to help the team in any way. All help will be utilized.  
 
>)/0(01+/%?! 
The education team is in the process of collecting clearances for those of you that have them and want them on file at the 
church. It is helpful to have clearances for anyone who help with children. Please turn them into Kathy Flis. If you want to 
get your clearances, please reach out to Amanda Bartel. The clearances needed to volunteer are State Police Criminal and 
Child Abuse clearances. They can be done online at !
@##A%?BBCCCD=@%DA0DE,FBG//AG'=%*09/B>)/0(01+/%B60E/%B=/90-)#D0%AH 
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Throughout the season of Lent, Trinity's Sunday 
school does a fundraiser to raise funds for a need. 
This year we raised funds for the Heifer 
International Project.  Heifer International is a 
global nonprofit working to eradicate poverty and 
hunger through sustainable, values-based holistic 

community development. Heifer International distributes animals, along with 
agricultural and value-based training, to families in need around the world as 
a means of providing self-sufficiency. 
With the money donated this year, the kids chose to purchase: 

¥! One flock of chick (20$) 
¥! Two shares of a water buffalo (50$ total) 
¥! One goat (120$) 
¥! One share of garden seeds (10$) 

The children thank all who donated to the Cluck Cluck Give a Buck program. 
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Are you looking for good family entertainment 
that is Christ centered?  Living Water Church in 
Kittanning Borough supports films by 
Kittanning’s own Aaron Dunbar. These faith-
based movies will give you options that you can 
watch as a family for free on JMN"D!!Some of the 
movies include: 
¥! Forgiving God 
¥! A Wish for Giants 
¥! Judge Not 

 
 

RECOMMENDED READING 
!"#$%&&'()#*)+$,-(,).,/&'0 )

 
The good buy of the month 

are two books that can really help 
you if you are wanting to dive into 
the Bible and need a little support. 

Understanding the Bible as 
a Whole by Sam Rainer, and 
Journey through the New 
Testament by William F. Cook III 
can be found at Ollies at the 
Pittsburgh Mills Mall for only 3.99 
a piece.  
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Key statements clearly define who United Methodists are and who we strive to be. These statements work in 
conjunction with each other and unite us in shared ministry. 
 
The Mission of the denomination is our driving purpose, our 23* : “The mission of the United Methodist Church 
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” This is set by the General Conference. 
 
The Vision tells us 23'-' )we are going and 312 we will continue to live into and accomplish our mission: The 
United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus Christ who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve 
joyfully, and lead courageously in local communities and worldwide connections. This is set by the Council of 
Bishops with the Connectional Table. 
 

Love Boldly: We passionately love God and, like Jesus, embrace and include people of every age, nation, 
race, gender, and walk of life. (Matthew 22:37-39 | John 13:34-35) 

 
Serve Joyfully:  With the heart of Christ, we journey alongside the most vulnerable among us, offering 
care and compassion with joy. (Psalm 100:1 | Nehemiah 8:10 | John 13:14-15 | 1 Peter 4:10) 

 
Lead Courageously: Following Jesus’ example, we resist and dismantle all systems of evil, injustice, and 
oppression, striving for peace, justice, and reconciliation. (Joshua 1:9 | Ephesians 6:10) 

 
The Brand Promise reminds us of what everyone should expect to find in United Methodist congregations and 
organizations: “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.” As it is primarily used in external, seeker-facing 
messaging, this is set by United Methodist Communications. 
 
Every United Methodist around the world is called to embrace the Mission in their daily living, dream of the 
possibilities that God has placed before us through the Vision and embody a consistent welcoming presence that 
is shared in our Brand Promise. 
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If we missed your birthday, please contact Colleen Rudolph at trinitybrackenridge@gmail.com 
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In Memory of N/##:!I//%;01 !by VFW Post 5758 in Tarentum 
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Editor: Chris Steele 
Proofreaders: Betty Ruediger, Colleen Rudolph 
Assemblers:  Betty Ruediger, Colleen Rudolph, 
Beth Sarver 
 

 
 

If you ever need to call 911 to get emergency help to 
the church it is important that you provide the 
following information: >@-(+@!10;/, Trinity United 
Methodist, K==(/%% (847 Tenth Avenue, 
Brackenridge), 41#(01+/ (Front Door or Lower Side 
Door).  Also mention the church is across the street 
from Prospect Cemetery. 911 dispatch is located 
near the Pittsburgh airport. Simply saying help is 
needed at Trinity Church is not enough.   
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On Pentecost Sunday, we remember the day the 
disciples received the Holy Spirit in a special way. 
The story in Acts 2 describes a powerful wind and 
tongues of fire as the Holy Spirit was poured out on 
people from all over the world who came to Jerusalem 
to celebrate a Jewish feast.  Pentecost is known as the 
birthday of the Christian church. 

 
On Pentecost, Christians often celebrate the services of confirmation. This year, Trinity will 
welcome Ava and Colton Bartel to our membership.  
 
We wear red as a visual reminder of the “tongues of fire" that empowered the apostles and 
others to proclaim the good news of Christ's resurrection in many languages to the crowds 
of pilgrims from many lands. 


