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The mission of the United Methodist Church is “to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.”
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INSISTING ON HOPE THIS ADVENT

Beloved Friends In Community,

I cannot believe that it is time once more to share with you the anticipation that is building as we look toward
the sacred season of Advent and the uncontained Joy of Christmas. I pray that you have encountered the peace
of Christ in these chaotic and uncertain days of our present moment. It is Good News that Christ still comes

among us with quiet courage and everlasting hope.

As we enter this sacred Advent season and journey toward Christmas, I can’t help but acknowledge what so
many of us carry in our hearts: fear, uncertainty, and the weight of all we cannot control. Whether we fear for
our families, our health, our community, or our world, Advent meets us precisely there. In our waiting, God
is already at work. In our longing, Christ draws near. And in our fear, the Holy Spirit whispers again and

again: Do not be afraid.

This year, our Advent worship invites us to a holy question: “What do you fear?: Insisting on Hope this
Advent.”
We will explore together how the presence of Emmanuel—God with us—does not dismiss our fears, but

transforms them, giving us courage for the journey ahead.

Luke’s Gospel begins the story of Jesus with this opening line: “In the time of Herod...” Maybe this detail
seems minor to us as modern readers; but it reveals layers of information about the fearful world Jesus
entered, one filled with rampant oppression, economic disparity, uncertainty, and instability. A world not

so unlike our own. And yet, throughout the stories of Christ’s birth, we hear the whispers of angels delivering



a surprising message: “Do not fear.” When Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi are each called into
God’s redemptive story, they do not deny their fears—they move through them. They ask questions, hold
fast to courage, trust in good news, and say, “Here I am, Lord.”

When we find ourselves in fearful times, can we acknowledge our fears while also insisting on hope?

This Advent and Christmas we are seriously listening to the angels’ message trusting that Christ’s birth truly
1s good news of great joy for all people. We want to band together to look closely at the fear and terror that
was looming in the background during the time of King Herod that it might invite us to consider the fears
we hold now. Fear can divide and paralyze us and even be used as a tool for oppression. But what if we
formed a different relationship with fear? Can we acknowledge fear without letting it rule us? Might we
catalyze our fears into love and action? What if naming our fears helps us see more clearly how God is
breaking in and where God is at work?

As a church family, we are renewed when we gather. When we lift our prayers side by side, hope takes root.
When we sing, even if our voices tremble, courage rises among us. When we worship, we discover again

that we do not walk this road alone.

So, we warmly invite you to make the rhythm of worship in community a meaningful part of your holiday

season this year:

Sundays in Advent — We believe that in community we find courage for the journey. Worship is a time

to face our fears with faith and to kindle hope together. We hope to see you on November 30th, and
December 7th, 14th, and 21st at:

Trinity: Brackenridge UMC - 9 AM Janes UMC - 10:15 AM Bairdford UMC - 11:30 AM

We recognize the complexities of life and are glad to be able to offer a recording of weekly worship available
on the Trinity Brackenridge United Methodist Church Facebook page shortly after the conclusion of the
service. If for any reason you cannot worship physically, we hope this digital ministry of virtual connection
is a blessing to you, and that you will reach out to let us know how we can serve you wherever you might
find yourself.

Advent Spiritual Disciplines — Opportunities to practice what we are learning and discerning what
God is speaking will be available in a multitude of formats. We hope you “like” the Allegheny Valley
Charge Facebook page for daily reflections and prompts from Advent through Epiphany. Physical and
digital devotional booklets are available, as well as youth and adult advent calendars. You can feel free to
reach out to me personally to ensure you have the resources you need to attend to the pregnant hope of the

s€ason.



Trinity Brass Quintet Concert — Trinity UMC will be hosting a Christmas Eve Community Concert

where all are welcome as we will be ushered into the sounds of the season. The concert will begin at 7PM.

Stick around afterward for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service — A cherished night when we lift our candles and watch the

darkness give way to light. It is a moment that reminds us that Jesus, the Light of the World, still shines,

and no fear—no matter how deep—can overcome Him.
Janes UMC - 5 PM Bairdford UMC - 6:30 PM Trinity UMC - 8§ PM

We hope to see you, but wherever you choose to spend the holidays we pray that as you journey through
this season, may your hope become gritty and resilient. May you remember: hope that trembles is still hope.
This season, let us insist on hope and trust that good news is greater than fear.

Bring your questions. Bring your worries. Bring your longing for peace. Bring your children and
grandchildren, your neighbors and friends. There is room for all in the presence of Christ.

As we journey to the manger once more, may we insist on hope—not a fragile or wishful hope, but a
courageous hope that believes God’s promises are true:

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”” (John 1:5)

May this season fill your home and heart with the assurance that you are loved, you are held, and you are
part of a community where hope is real and shared.

With anticipation and blessing,

Pastor Zack Bohinski
Allegheny Valley United Methodist Charge
Trinity: Brackenridge | Janes | Bairdford UMC
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During the months of November and December, the Mission Ministry will be sponsoring

a Giving Tree in lieu of Item of the Month. The tree is in the Narthex with gifts needed
by AVAC for their annual Christmas Shop for the needy in our area. As the Wisemen of
long ago brought gifts to the Christ Child, what better way to spread His love than to
share with those living in poverty. The tree will be decorated with ornaments with items
needed printed on them. Take one or more ornaments, purchase the item, do not wrap it, and place it in a
basket under the tree. The deadline for gifts for the Giving Tree is Sunday, December 14. Thank you for
spreading the Love and Joy of Christmas by your gifts for others. Questions: Betsy Buco 724-224-1062




Mission Ministry

Submitted by Betsy Buco

The Item of the Month for
January  will be  school
supplies. By this time of the
year pencils have become stubs
and crayons and markers are
broken and dried up. We would
like to replenish the school
supplies to those students who
can't afford to do so. We would
like to encourage their learning
by supply new pencils, markers,
crayons, spiral-bound
notebooks, plastic binders,
pens, erasers, etc. Let's help
our students have a successful
rest of the school year. Place
items in the baskets in the
Narthex. Thank you!

The Mission Ministry will meet
after Church for a short meeting
on Dec. 7, 2025. The regular
meeting will be held on
Thursday, January 23, 2026 at
6:30PM.
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Thank you to all the Kids who
helped with the church charge
dinner Lily, Cori, lan, Ava, and
Kolten.

A MISSION THAT KEEPS GROWING

Internationally known opera singer Marianne Cornetti has been active
in the United Methodist Church from her roots at Trinity UMC in
Brackenridge in the Butler District. In 2020, Cornetti, who now serves as
the General Manager and Artistic Director for the Pittsburgh Festival
Opera, was looking for a way to help others during the COVID pandemic.
She learned that UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital had 80 patients
under the age of 18 who would be in the facility during the Christmas
season, but there was no funding for Christmas gifts for them. Marianne
took on this need by seeking partnerships with family, friends and
colleagues willing to help in gifting this ministry. In 2020, she was able
to raise $5,000 to provide 80 Christmas gift bags to the children in the
UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital.

Marianne agreed to continue leading this initiative in 2021 and was able
to raise enough funds for 300 Christmas gift bags. In 2022 she raised
more than 400 Christmas gift bags. In 2023, she again raised 400 gift
bags to the UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital inpatients, and
residential facilities in Pittsburgh, Erie, Somerset and Altoona.

As part of this funding effort, Marianne started a concert in 2022 named
“Marianne Cornetti and Friends.” The inaugural year of the concert had
250 persons in attendance at the Carnegie Music Hall in Oakland. The
concert performers included not only Marianne and other nationally
acclaimed vocalists and musicians but also musicians and vocalists from
Western Psychiatric Hospital who performed and gave testimonies. In
2024, the concert had 500 persons in attendance. The date for the 2025
concert (was) June 8, 2025.

From its humble beginnings of raising $5,000 for Christmas gifts for 80
children, this charity has now grown immensely and expanded its
reach into many other areas.

Marianne’s commitment and advocacy for persons with mental illness
grew from her desire to provide Christmas gifts to children hospitalized
at Western Psychiatric Hospital in 2020. “No one should ever have to
worry about never being accepted because they have mental illness.
They should be welcomed in this world and our community. This
ministry is something that just dropped out of the sky on me. God simply
handed it to me.”

Article  from  https://www.wpaumc.org/newsdetail/a-mindset-of-
abundance-19344597



Giving Thanks
Making Giving Easy at Trinity UMC

As this year draws to a close, we pause to give thanks for your faithful generosity. Every gift has helped our church
live out its mission — worshiping God, serving neighbors, and growing disciples. Your giving makes ministry possible,
from the lights in the sanctuary to the lives touched in our community.

If you’ve fallen a bit behind on your giving this year, because you sometimes forget your giving envelope on Sunday
morning, there’s still time to catch up. Or maybe you’ve found yourself rushing to write a check, hunting for cash,
or juggling last-minute details while getting out the door for church? We have great news—there are several easy
ways to eliminate the stress and make your gifts to Trinity United Methodist Church more convenient and
consistent. Setting up automatic recurring giving is a wonderful way to fulfill the commitment you made when you
became part of our church family.

Here are a few simple options for automatic recurring giving:

e  Through Your Bank’s “Bill Pay” Service - Most banks offer a free “Bill Pay” option. You choose the amount and
frequency, and your bank will automatically send a check to the Financial Secretary at Trinity UMC.

e  Online Giving - Visit www.trinitybrack.org/give or simply scan the QR code below to set up one-time or
recurring gifts securely online. E E

If automatic recurring payments aren’t for you, there are still other simple ways to give:
e  During Sunday Worship - You can always place your offering in the collection plates during our regular Sunday

services.
e By Mail - Send your gift directly to: Trinity United Methodist Church, Financial Secretary 847 Tenth Ave,
Brackenridge, PA 15014

Special Giving Opportunity for Seniors

If you are 70% or older, did you know you can make gifts directly from your IRA or 401(k) to Trinity UMC? This special
option, called a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD), allows you to give directly to the church while also enjoying
valuable tax benefits.

e  Your donation can count toward your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD).

e  Gifts made this way are not included in taxable income.

o Lowering your adjusted gross income may reduce the amount of your Social Security benefits that are taxed
and help avoid high-income surcharges on Medicare premiumes.

This giving method is a blessing both to the church and to you! Ask your IRA or 401(k) administrator for details and
guidance.

Together, we are the body of Christ, and every offering — every dollar, every prayer, every act of service —
strengthens our shared witness —thank you for supporting the mission and ministry of Trinity United Methodist
Church!



Holiday Country Store

Submiitted by Betsy Buco

The Holiday Country Store was a HUGE success! A BIG THANK YOU to all the Crafters who have
been working since February to create items for purchase on November 1. The Crafters, in turn, would like
to extend a BIG THANK YOU to all the volunteers who worked on the day of the Holiday Country Store and
the week before cooking and setting-up, also, to those who donated baked goods, groceries, and monetary
donations. The Clean-up Crew did a fantastic job. We are blessed to be able to provide this outreach to the
community, that those who come through our doors to shop and eat are met with the warmth of Christian love,
and that not only are their bodies nourished but their souls as well. God bless you.

The proceeds from the event are still coming in, but as of now we made about $5700. This money will
go to the General Fund except for $1300 which will go into a seed fund for next year.

Speaking of next year, the Crafters will start-up the first Tuesday in February 2026. We are always looking
to welcome new members to the group. Join us for a morning of crafting, prayer, and good fellowship, no
special talent needed. All supplies are provided at no cost. We do support a missionary with voluntary
donations. The added perk is going to lunch for those who want to go. We support one another and make
new friends. What could be better! See you in February! Questions, see Betsy Buco.

We will be collecting money to

gift our church employees at

Christmas time. Please mark the

LOVE GIFT envelope “Love Gift”. The
envelope can be placed in the offering plate, in the
white box outside the door by the office, or can be

Submitted by Evey Callender

Cookie tray orders are due December 1st with

mailed to Trinity UM Church, 847 Tenth Ave, pick-up Saturday, December 13" from 10:00am
Brackenridge, PA 15014. Deadline is December until noon or after worship on Sunday, Dec 14
14, 2025. Donations will be split between Pastor $50 for 5 dozen and $25 for 2.5 dozen.

Zack, music director Evelyn Callender, treasurer

Colleen Rudolph and custodian Bob Swiklinski.
Submitted by Linda Hughan

We will be making vegetable soup in January.
Order forms can be picked up in the narthex or
called into Evelyn @724-353-9042 and leaving
your name, telephone number and how many

<

) ) guarts that you want. Specific date and time for
Your 2025 offering envelopes are now available

in the narthex. Please pick them up to save
mailing costs.

pickup will be on the order form.



TAKING DOWN THE GREENS
Submitted by Karen Fazio

The Worship Committee is asking all members who are able, to help take down the Christmas decorations

on January 4™ after the church service. If you can sit in a pew and wrap tissue paper around ornaments to

be stored for next year you are able. If you can climb on a ladder and take down wreaths, you are able. All

abilities and ages are needed.

Christmas Reading and Viewing

Submitted by Amanda Bartel

COSMIC CHRISTMAS by Max Lucado
Was the birth of Jesus a quietly profound

COSMIC

event? Or could it have included heavenly JiC LRI
battles, angel armies, and a scheming Satan?
Come along as Lucado takes us on a journey
into his imagination-pulling back the curtain

as we see what might have taken place on

"Cosmic Christmas.

AU CHDENVEREES ;
5?6»“6 W, S WHY DO WE CALL IT CHRISTMAS?
8% We know Christmas is one of everyone’s
favorite holidays. But have you ever
wondered why we celebrate the birth of Jesus
by chopping down trees and putting them in
our houses? Or why we hang stockings by the
fire? Or how Santa Claus became such a big
part of Jesus birthday party? And why do we

4 even call it Christmas, anyway? You’ve
a probably heard the Christmas story - but have
you ever heard the story of Christmas? This DVD is good for all ages
from 1 to 99. Veggie Tale’s creator Phil Vischer answers some very
important questions you or your kids have wanted to know.

FamilyPromise

The Promise House meals for
December will be prepared on
Wednesday, December 10 at
2PM. Notice that we will be
cooking the meals on the
second Wednesday rather than
the first Wednesday this
month. There will be a sign-up
sheet in the Narthex for
donations of items needed for
this outreach to those in need
living in our community.
Thank you.

Editor: Chris Steele
Proofreaders: Betty Ruediger,
Colleen Rudolph

Assemblers: Fran Alter, Betty
Ruediger, Colleen Rudolph, Beth
Sarver, Charlie Steele




YOU ARE INVITED The third Wednesday of each month everyone attending a charge
kl LUNOH ’ church is invited to join the “Lunch Bunch”. This month’s “Lunch Bun(fh” will meet on December
N BUNCH ‘ i 17 @ Villa Ballanca, 2740 Leechburg Rd. Lower Burrell, PA 15068 starting at 11:30. See you there.
No RSVP necessary.

Submitted by Amanda Bartel

This year’s trunk or treat was not as successful as it could have been. There were around 25 or more kids who
enjoyed the treats, fun, and games. Unfortunately, support from the church was lacking. More help was needed
to make everything happen smoothly.

A shout-out and big thanks to the handful that showed up to help and support this ministry; your loving care for
the community is unwavering.

Community-centered programs like this are vital, because reaching out to young families is one of the most
important ways we help shape the future of our church. Regrettably, unless there is more support in the future,
ministries like this one for the community will die. The families that attend Trunk or Treat from our community
have little means and rely on churches like ours to host events like this. Search your heart and be a part of
supporting the community and assuring the future of TUMC.

Trinity’s Sunday School students will again be performing to a Michael W. Smith song
while dressed as the nativity. Dates TBD. Please all come and support our wonderful Sunday School.

Children’s Sunday School students are continuing to work through the Bible. We are finishing up 2
Chronicles and moving into Ezra, Nehemiah and Ester. The kids and some adults have been learning extensively
about all the kings of Israel after the time of the judges. I encourage you to dive deeper yourself and learn how
the Kings of Israel’s relationship with God depended on how the people’s relationship with God was. The kings

that were bad in the sight of the Lord led the people astray and those that were good led the people back to God.
Submitted by Amanda Bartel

Please read for yourself and find the answers to the KINGS QUESTIONAIRE



KINGS QUESTIONAIRE

Who was the Youngest King?

How old was he when he became king of Judah?

4 And was he the kingof ISRAEL or JUDAH?

Which king had the shortest reign?

How long was his reign?

And was he the king of ISRAEL or JUDAH?

Which King had the longest reign?

How long was his reign?

And was he the king of ISRAEL or JUDAH?

Solomon was the Wisest King......

How many proverbs did he write?

How many songs did he write?

Other than King David of course, who was the best King out of all

the kings in the book of Kings?

Why?

And was he the king of ISRAEL or JUDAH?
Who was considered the WORST KING because he did more evil in the

eyes of the Lord than any other king before him?

Who was his equally horrible Queen?

Who was the most WICKED KING?

Which king was from ISRAEL, and which one was from JUDAH?
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 Alan Acre 13 Matthew Snebold 21 Beth Sarver
1 John Graham 14 Pamela Metzler 22 Cadence Schrag
6 Timothy Cornuet, Jr. 15 Eileen Reckhart 22 Pegi Woodman
8 Kathryn Lydick 17 Lorri Wildi 25 Mary Carol Stitt
11 James Gezo 18 Evelyn Callender 26  Margie Freehling
12 Matthew Fannie 18 Adriane Homa 30 Caden Callender
12 Dianne Schmitt 20 Carol Wildi 30 Alyce Dunn
13 Brian Alter 21 Dominic Ruediger

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
2 Debra Beale 12 Benjamin Spencer 25 Cortney Striebig
3 Deborah Bartrug 14 Karen Vanderhoff 26  Todd Pungratz
3 Christopher DeAngelis 17 Gabriella Pater 26  Charlotte Ward
4 Delano Hemphill 20 Charles Tindall 27 Macey Cornuet, Jr.
4  Evelyn Ingle 21 Ryan Scisciani 27  Jeremy Vanderhoff
4 Joseph Painter 21 Donald Stover 28 Thomas Brown
5 Brady Rametta 25 James, Michael 28  Ashley Dudzik
12 Addison Bernstein 25 Madeline Bohinski 25 Cortney Striebig

If we missed your birthday, please contact Colleen Rudolph at trinitybrackenridge(@gmail.com

In Honor and Memory

The following donation to the general fund has been received In Memory of:

Renee Vendetti by Joe Radvan
In lieu of poinsettia the following donations to the Noah Fund have been received In Memory of:

Greg Cieslinski by Cindy, Brad & Brittany Cieslinski
Bill & Carol Barnett by Bill & Sue Barnett
Edward Lydick by Bill & Sue Barnett

My Family, Husband & Parents by Jeanne DeAngelis
Gerald & Bonnie Robinson by Robin Robinson

Poinsettias have been received In Memory of:

Walter Dlubak with love by your family
Larry Wildi with love by your family
Larry Wildi with love by Carol Wildi

Poinsettias have been received In Honor of:

Carol Wildi with love by you family




o CHRISTMAS CONCERT e
As previously mentioned, once again, there will be special music on Christmas Eve. This year, at 7:00 pm a brass
quintet will help us feel the presence of God through music. YOU CAN HELP! This is not a budgeted item. Your special
designated gifts will help us provide this music experience. Please place your donation in an envelope and write
“Christmas Eve Concert” on the outside of the envelope. Any donations collected once the cost of the concert is
covered will be placed in the general fund. Circle the date on your calendar and don’t miss this opportunity to hear

these talented musicians.

Casey Bavera (Trombone) is a graduate of Kiski Area High School. Mr. Bavera's day job is at CMC as a Machinist /
Group leader. Casey has worked with Armstrong Community theater and Ford City High School conducting pit
orchestras and teaching music to production casts. Casey also plays in groups such as Big Fat Jazz, Gibbons Big Band
and Kiski Area Community Band.

Scott DiTullio (Trumpet) is currently the Director of Bands and Lecturer in the Department of Music and Theatre at
Thiel College, where he directs the Marching Band, Concert Band, Wind Ensemble, and Jazz Band. He holds a B.S. in
Education (Music Education/Performance) from Clarion University, a Master of Education in Curriculum and
Instruction from Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania, and a K-12 Administration Certification for Principals through
California University of Pennsylvania. He completed a Doctorate in Education (Ed.D.) with a concentration in
Curriculum Leadership from Northeastern University in Boston. Dr. DiTullio, serves with the Pittsburgh Youth
Philharmonic as Director of Bands and Director of the Intermezzo Band. In the summer of 2023, he was the featured
soloist for the PYPO Ireland Tour. Scott performs regularly with the Butler Musicians Concert Band, the Good Times
Big Band, The Harrisville Community Band, Nostalgia, the Pittsburgh Doo Wop Big Band, and The Clarion River Brass
Quintet. Guest conducting performances include: the PMEA District 2 and 3 Jazz Band festivals, IU #9 Elementary
Band Festival, Mercer County High School Band Festival, Clearfield County High School Band Festival, The Autumn
Symphonic Winds, and The Nevada All-State Small Schools Concert Band (2024). He is a sought-after clinician
presenting on Trumpet, Music Performance Portfolios, Building Success with Performance Ensembles, and Music
Literacy and the Common Core.

Juli Paluch (French Horn) is a graduate of Indiana University of Pennsylvania, where she earned her BFA in Music. By
day, she works as a graphic designer and production artist for Frank B. Fuhrer Wholesale and also does freelance
design work for the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. Juli has played French horn with Westmoreland Symphonic
Winds for over ten years and performs regularly with Sinfonia at Seton Hill. She has also played in numerous high
school, community theatre, and semi-professional pit orchestras all around Southwestern PA. In addition to
performing, Juli sings in the choir and plays handbells at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

Jeremy Shirey (Trumpet) is a graduate of Clarion University with a degree in Music Marketing. Jeremy has 26 years
in the Music Industry as a School Educational Representative, Repairman, and Clinician. After 22 years with
Volkweins Music, Jeremy now specializes in woodwind repair at Murphy's Music in Leechburg. Jeremy was a
member of the Ligonier based Classic Brass Quintet, 17-year member of the Indiana Based 105™ Wildcat
Regiment Civil War Brass Band, and Glass City Swing Band. He has played with the Gibbons Big Band, Brozeski Big
Band, Big Fat Jazz, Murphys Big Band and Wally Gingers Orchestra. Jeremy seems to be always playing in a musical
with various High School, Community, and Professional theatres.

Jason Venesky (Tuba) is the Senior High Band Director at Armstrong High School and Music Department Chair for
the Armstrong School District. He is also on the faculty at Grove City College, teaching tuba and euphonium lessons.
Jason is the principal tuba player in the Butler County Symphony Orchestra and performs in the Armstrong and
Windsor Brass Quintets. He also plays bass trombone in the Gibbons Big Band. Jason is the music director and
conductor of the Kittanning Community Band.
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Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
Tarentum, PA 15084
T T —— PERMIT #5
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
847 Tenth Ave, Brackenridge PA 15014
Follow us on Facebook at CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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